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 The 2019 Emma Creek Classic 5k was a great success as we celebrated the 30th anniversary of 
the race. This year’s Emma Creek drew 711 registrations to the 3.1-mile course. 

 The registrants ranged from 3 to 91 years old. The oldest woman to finish the race was 91-year-
old June Dirks of Wichita! Only one woman has completed all 30 Emma Creek 5k races— Clare 
Stallings of Newton. Three women have completed 29 races—Rowena 
Hinshaw, Rita Sadowski and Sue Stuckey. 

We had participants from seven states participate in the 2019 Emma: 
Washington, California, Florida, Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado and Kansas. 
We had participants from 72 Kansas cities! 

Raquel Stucky was the first to cross the finish line with a winning time of 
19:12. Amy Topham of Wichita took second with a time of 19:52, and Emily 
O’Brien of Halstead clinched third, posting a time of 21:12.  

 There were a total of 21 teams entered this year. Team members made 
up about half the total number of registrants. Thanks to all team participants! 

The awards ceremony began with the distribution of door prizes, then 
recognition of age-group winners. A handcrafted plate made by Lynn Lais was 
awarded to the top three in each age group. The top winner in the age group also received a 
gorgeous bouquet of flowers compliments of the north Dillon’s store in Newton. 

 The Top Ten winners were recipients of the Lynn Lais creation, as well as a $40 gift certificate 
from Academy Sports & Outdoors, compliments of the Emma Creek steering committee. Other gift 
certificates and prizes were presented compliments of many Hesston, Newton and Wichita retailers. 
Our grand prize was a $100 gift certificate from Stone Creek Nursery in Hesston. The major prize was 
solar pillar lantern donated by Hesston True Value and Just Ask Rental. 

The major sponsors of this year’s race were The Citizens State Bank, Cottonwood Pediatrics, 
Advanced Physical Therapy, Associates in Women’s Health, Bethel College, Bluestem Communities, 
Bradbury Group, Central National Bank, Emma Creek 5k steering committee, Excel Industries, First 
Bank, Fuqua Insurance Group, Golden Plains Credit Union, the Hesston Chamber of Commerce, 
Hesston Recreation & Community Education and Partners in Family Care. 

Other sponsors were Stone Creek Nursery, Hesston True Value & Just Ask Rental, Hesston 
College, Newton Medical Center, Kauffman Insurance, south Newton Dillon’s floral, Dyck Arboretum 
of the Plains, Atomic Sports, Baker Furniture & Carpet, Everence Financial Advisors, GLC Real 
Estate, Faith & Life Bookstore, Hesston Pharmacy/Harvey Drug, Hesston Women’s Civic Club, Kropf 
Lumber, KSKU-FM 94.7, Nickell Chiropractic Clinic, Advanced Physical Therapy, Baker Furniture & 
Carpet, Applebee’s Bar & Grill. 

All registrants received a 30th-anniversary pendant compliments of the Emma Creek steering 
committee in their race packets, along with other items from our sponsors.  

Race finishers snacked on the picnic table buffet provided by Heartland Credit Union, Lincoln 
Perk, Hiland Dairy, The Breadbasket, Casey’s General Store, D’Angelo’s Donuts, north Newton 
Dillon’s, Sonic and Wendy’s. 

Hesston Recreation & Community Education extends a big thank you to all the women who 
participated in this event, to the hard-working members of the Emma Creek steering committee and to 
the many volunteers who assisted in so many ways, and to our incredible sponsors for providing 
financial support to make this event possible. 

  
 
 

Please join us next year for our 31st 
Emma Creek Classic 5k on April 25, 2020 

 



The Emma Creek 5k 
turns the big 30! 
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It all started 30 years ago, in 1990. The first Emma 

Creek 5k had 392 participants. We celebrated the 

30th-annual race on April 27, 2019, with several 

special offerings to commemorate the big day: 
 
 Only one woman — Clare Stallings of Newton - has 
participated in all 30 races. What an amazing accomplish-
ment. Clare was presented with a vase handmade by 
Lynn Lais during the post-race celebration & awards cere-
mony. 
 

 Three women have participated in 29 races: Rowena 
Hinshaw of Wichita, Rita Sadowski of Newton & Sue 

Stuckey of Hesston. Rowena & Rita 
were presented with mugs handmade 
by Lynn during the ceremony. Sue 
wasn’t able to be at the race—her first 
miss! 
 
 Special “30

th
” & runner props were 

placed at the photo “booth” for every-
one to take great photos commemo-
rating our 30th. 

 

 Every 30th registrant was given a $5 gift 
certificate to Lincoln Perk coffee shop in 
Hesston. 
 
 Emma Creek 5k participants sent in their 
photos from past races and we put them to-

gether for a slide show in the gym.  
 
 We added fun new mile and half-new markers spon-
sored by Kauffman Insurance & Hesston Recreation. 
 
 We added finish-line sponsors—Hesston College & 
Newton Medical Center. 

Only one woman 
now holds the honor 
of having participat-
ed in all 30 Emma 
Creek 5k races—
Clare Stallings of 
Newton (on right).  

Three women have 
participated in 29 
races: Rowena Hin-
shaw of Wichita 
(right), Rita Sa-
dowski of Newton  
(left) & Sue Stuckey 
of Hesston (not pic-
tured). 



A MILLION THANKS to our MAJOR sponsors:   
 

 

 



EMMA CREEK CLASSIC RESULTS 

APRIL 27, 2019 

Top 10 overall 
 
RANK NAME   TIME*  AGE      CITY              AWARD SPONSOR 
 
    1    Raquel Stucky   19:12 43    THE CITIZENS STATE BANK  
    2  Amy Topham   19:52 29 Wichita   COTTONWOOD PEDIATRICS  
    3   Emily O’Brien   21:12 11 Halstead  HESSTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
    4 Tammy Ritchie   21:37 46 Wichita   GOLDEN PLAINS CREDIT UNION 
    5 Celeste McCabe  21:57 35 Wichita   CENTRAL NATIONAL BANK 
    6 Janeth Sumpter    21:57 39    FIRST BANK 
    7 Joanna Whittit   22:05 31 Wichita   ASSOCIATES IN WOMEN’S HEALTH  
    8 Sheena Koehn    22:16 35 Junction City  BLUESTEM COMMUNITIES 
    9 Brecken Howell   22:30 11 Wichita   BRADBURY GROUP 
   10 Crissy Olander   22:38 41 Little River  HESSTON PHARMACY/HARVEY DRUG 
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THE WINNER 
Raquel Stucky 

 with a time of 19:12 

3RD PLACE 
Emily O’Brien—Halstead 

with a time of 21:12 

4TH PLACE 
Tammy Ritchie—Wichita 

with a time of 21:37 

2ND PLACE 
Amy Topham of Wichita 

with a time of 19:52 
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8TH PLACE 
Sheena Koehn of Junction City 

with a time of 22:16 

7TH PLACE 
Joanna Whittit of Wichita 

with a time of 22:05 

6TH PLACE 
Janeth Sumpter 

with a time of 21:57 

5TH PLACE 
Celeste McCabe—Wichita 

with a time of 21:57 
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10TH PLACE 
Crissy Olander of Little River 

with a time of 22:38 
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9TH PLACE 
Brecken Howell of Wichita 

with a time of 22:30 

Thank you for 
your  

participation 
 - from the 2019 

Emma Creek 
Classic Steering 

Committee: 
LISA BARTEL  

JANA CRITTENDEN 
KRISTIE DILLER  
SHELBY GRABER 

JENNEA HEINRICHS 
SKYLAR HILL 
JULIE NELSON  
MO PETROCCI  

ANDREA UNRUH 
CHRISTINE WYRICK 
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8 & YOUNGER WINNERS 9-11 WINNERS 

12-17 WINNERS 18-24 WINNERS 

30-34 WINNERS 

40-44 WINNERS 
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25-29 WINNERS 

35-39 WINNERS 
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2019 TEAM AWARDS 
 

 
FAMILY TEAM AWARDS 

  
Most members - Team Carolyn — 17 members 
 Youngest - Victory Lapp - average age of 23 years 
 Oldest - Team Carolyn - average age of 49 
Fastest - Victory Lapp  

  

 
WORKPLACE TEAM AWARDS 

  
Most members - Partners in Family Care - 17 members 
 Youngest - Dental Divas – average age of 21 years 
 Oldest - Bluestem Steppers - average age of 73 years 
Fastest - Sunset Speedy Stingers 
  

 
SPECIAL TEAMS AWARDS 

  
Most members - Hesston Elementary School —88 
members 
 Youngest - Hesston Elementary School – average age of 
21 
 Oldest - Women in Motion Reboot – average age of 64 
Fastest - Hesston Elementary School 
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EMMA CREEK CLASSIC 5k 
APRIL 27, 2019 

HESSTON, KANSAS 

50-54 WINNERS 55-59 WINNERS 

60-64 WINNERS 65-69 WINNERS 70-74 WINNERS 

75-79 WINNERS 80-84 WINNERS 85 & OLDER WINNER 

19 

45-49 WINNERS 
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SAVE THE DATE: 
2020  

Emma Creek 5k  
Saturday, April 25 

30 years of the Emma Creek 5k
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30 years of the Emma Creek 5k 

Photographs in this publication by Maggie Carlson, Kelvin Bartel, 
Christine Wyrick, Hesston Fire/EMS & more 
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Emma friends & heroes
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Emma friends & heroes 

THANK YOU 
to the Hesston 

EMS, fire, police, 
school and city 

employees for all 
their work to make 
the Emma Creek 

5k a safe and 
enjoyable event! 
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ON THE 
RUN AT 91 
 

June Dirks 
of Wichita, 
left, was 
honored for 
being the 
oldest fin-
isher of the 
race at age 
91! Amazing 
job June! 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

The 2020 Emma Creek Classic 
5k for women and girls of all ag-
es will be at 9:30 a.m. on Satur-
day, April 25. See you on race 
day! 



  
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
The 2020 Emma Creek 5k will be 

on Saturday, April 25! 
See you on race day! 

For more info contact Hesston Recreation 
at recreation@hrce.org 

 

Facts & figures 
about the Emma Creek 5k 

2019 race facts: 
 

Participants were from 782 Kansas cities. 
 

Registrants were from SEVEN states - Washington, California, 
Florida, Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado & Kansas 

 

Historical race facts:  
 

Fastest time ever - Lisa Weidenbach of Hutchinson at age 33 with a 
time of 17:02 in 1995. 

 
The first year of the race, in 1990, there were 392 participants. 

          
Six weeks before the first Emma Creek 5K on  

April 28, 1990, a devastating tornado hit Hesston. It was one of the 
worst tornadoes in Kansas history. 
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